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CONTENTS
Domestic and International Disaster Relief
Together with various partners, PBV carries out relief activities targeted at the 

needs of the people affected by disasters, to help rebuild their communities.

Disaster Risk Reduction
We conduct capacity building and educational programs for disaster risk 

reduction and build networks to create societies resilient to disasters.

Support to Tohoku
We have engaged in long-term support activities in the area affected by the 

Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami, founding a new organization in 2016 

to tackle local issues.
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VISION

It Takes People to Support People
Peace Boat Disaster Relief Volunteer Center (PBV) is an NGO that works to assist disaster-

affected people and strengthen the disaster resilience of communities.

Anyone could encounter natural disaster. We believe that creating societies where everyone 

helps one another ïeven across borders - would generate a force capable of facing  

challenges together.

Cause
Challenges to Tackle

Necessary for people to lend 

a helping hand to one 

another in times of disaster

Mission 
What We Do

Crystalizing thoughts 

into actionable, 

workable plans 

Vision
Society we aim to 

achieve
A society where all people 

can help each other

MISSION

Helping each other to take a step forward together
We never know when disaster will strike us. At times we are the victims of disasters, at times 

we are the ones giving aid.

Save yourself and your loved ones. Then, help those who may be a little distant.

We transform supporters' willingness to help in various ways into actionable, concrete, and 

useful forms of aid. We also take into account local cultures and ways of life when providing 

assistance.

IMPACT
- PBV and Peace Boat have supported 28 countries (overseas) and 45 

regions in Japan by carrying out disaster relief projects*

*Including the relief projects conducted by Peace Boat since 1995.

- 101,268 persons have joined the PBV as disaster relief volunteers

- 7, 660 persons have completed the PBVôs Disaster Relief Volunteer Training

PBV promotes the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

adopted by the United Nations.
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Major disaster relief activities by PBV/ Peace Boat

[ Overseas ] β As of March 2019

1999 Aug Turkey Izmit earthquake

1999 Sep Taiwan Jiji earthquake

2003 May Algeria Boumerdes earthquake

2004 Dec Sri Lanka Indian Ocean earthquake and tsunami

2005 Aug USA Hurricane Katrina

2005 Oct Pakistan Kahimir earthquake

2006 May Indonesia Yogyakarta earthquake

2007 Aug Korea Flooding in North Korea

2008 May China Sichuan earthquake

2009 Sep Philippines Typhoon Ketsana

2010 Feb Chile Chile earthquake

2010 Dec Colombia Torrential rains and flooding

2010 Dec Venezuela Torrential rains and flooding

2011 Oct Turkey Van earthquakes

2012 Oct USA Hurricane Sandy

2012 Nov Guatemala Guatemala earthquake

2013 May USA Moore Tornado, Oklahoma

2013 Nov Philippines Typhoon Haiyan

2014 Dec Philippines Typhoon Hagupit

2015 Mar Vanuatu Cyclone Pam

2015 Apr Nepal Nepal earthquake

2016 Oct Haiti/ Cuba Hurricane Matthew

2018 Jun Guatemala Fuego volcano eruption

2019 Mar Mozambique Cyclone Idai
4



1995 Jan Great Hanshin earthquake 2014 Jul Torrential rain, Yamagata

2004 Nov Niigata Chuetsu earthquake 2014 Aug Torrential rain, Hyogo

2007 Jul
Niigata Chuetsu offshore 
earthquake

2014 Aug Typhoons No. 11 and 12, Tokushima

2011 Mar
Great East Japan earthquake 
and tsunami

2014 Aug Landslides, Hiroshima

2011 Aug Torrential rains, Fukushima 2014 Nov Nagano earthquake

2011 Sep Typhoon No. 12, Wakayama 2015 Sep Torrential rains, Kanto and Tohoku regions

2012 Feb Heavy snow, Niigata 2016 Apr Kumamoto earthquakes

2012 Jul North Kyushu torrential rains 2016 Sep Typhoon No. 10, Iwate

2013 Jul Torrential rain, Shizuoka 2017 Jul North Kyushu torrential rains

2013 Aug Torrential rain, Iwate 2017 Oct Typhoon No. 21, Mie

2013 Aug Torrential rain, Yamaguchi 2018 Jun North Osaka earthquake

2013 Oct
Typhoon No. 26, Izu Oshima 
island

2018 Jul West Japan torrential rains

2013 Sep Typhoon No. 18, Shiga 2018 Sep
Hokkaido Eastern Iburi
earthquake

2014 Feb
Heavy snow, Yamanashi 
and Shizuoka
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Domestic and International Disaster Relief

Even in difficult situations, one can take a step forward to the future if

appropriate support is provided. Every disaster is unique. There is no one-size-

fits-all solution in disaster relief. We deliver what is most needed to the people in
the affected region at the right timing.

Local Residents Have the Resilience to Bounce Back

Three strengths to assist 

the affected areas

ASSESSMENT

SOLUTION

CORDINATION

Grasp the affected people's needs 

through network-based information 

gathering and on-site survey.

Coordination of disaster relief 

volunteers equipped with problem-

solving skills. Collaboration with 

organizations with different strengths 

Provision of various support best 

matches to the peopleôs and 

communitiesô needs

CORDINATION

ASSESSMENT

ÅDispatch of Disaster Relief Volunteers 

ÅCollaboration with companies and 
organizations

ÅLogistics support as well as linking up with 
donors

ÅHot meal distribution 

ÅHouse cleaning

ÅDelivery of relief Items

ÅSupport for disaster volunteer center 
management

ÅOperational support for shelters

ÅSupport for evacuees in temporary housing

ÅSupport for community building

ÅCoordination and collaboration with other
support organizations

ÅAssist in the rejuvenation of local economy

ÅDisaster occurrence
ÅInformation gathering

ÅOn-site damage 
assessment

ÅIdentifying the tasks
ÅDecision to support

SOLUTION
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Domestic and International Disaster Relief

Western Japan Torrential Rains (July 2018)
ñThe worst flooding in the Heisei periodò which 

caused widespread damage across the country

Western Japan was the center of record-

breaking and widespread rainfall between June

28th and July 8th of 2018. Emergency warnings

for heavy rain were announced in eleven

prefectures including Hiroshima, Okayama, and

Ehime, and many areas saw extreme damage

from overflowing rivers and landslides. 237

people lost their lives, with 6,767 buildings

completely destroyed and 11,243 buildings

partially destroyed buildings.

Project period: 
July 9, 2018 - ongoing

Project locations:
Kurashiki city and Soja city, 
Kurashiki, Japan

Volunteers participated:
457 dispatched, 5,149 man-days

ñPBV taught us the importance of cooperation in disaster reliefò

ñIhad the privilege of participating in the Disaster Relief Volunteer Center Management

Training held in Okayama City in 2017 by staff from PBV. They were the people who rushed

to Kurashikiôsaid and worked with us soon after disaster struck. On site, PBV made use of

their experience to plug the gaps in our relief efforts and follow up on many areas that we

had overseen. These efforts embodied the three rules of disaster relief: victim-oriented

approach, local administrative leadership, and cooperation. For the management of satellite

and disaster victim relief groups in particular, disaster victims are very thankful for PBVôs

direct interaction with residents and coordination with the local government and other relief

organizations to implement initiatives in the area. As close friends that have worked closely

together, we have high hopes for their future activitiesò.

Mr. Norihito Hinobayashi

Director, Mabi reconstruction support volunteer center, 

Kurashiki City Social Welfare Council
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ñMy changed impression of disaster relief volunteering ò

Before volunteering, I thought disaster relief efforts would be onerous and wondered
if I could even contribute anything given my lack of experience . But after
participating and interacting with locals my misgivin g and concern abou t getting
involved disappeared . Meeting locals and other volunteers was a very meaningful and
valuable experience ; being told that I was ¬likea daughterºmade me very happy . I
was able to feel peoples strength, as well as their warmth . I was also filled with
courage seeing people smile and say things like, ¬Iwas able to meet the volunteers
because of the disasterºand ¬thedisaster made me realize what was really
important .ºWhile my involvement in the recovery was valuable in itself, being able to
experience the goodness of people was truly precious .

Ms. Sae Aburaya
PBV Disaster Relief Volunteer

Domestic and International Disaster Relief
Western Japan Torrential Rains

SOLUTION

ẌSupporting the reconstruction of homes
We provided long term support in managing the Kurashiki disaster relief

volunteer center which was established by the Kurashiki social welfare council.

With widespread damage extending across Kurashiki, multiple satellites

centers were established to act as bases for support; we were in charge of

launching and managing these facilities. PBV also recruited disaster relief

volunteers and worked to preserve homes through cleaning, mold removal,

and moving household items from damaged houses.

ẌSupporting the community
The hustle and bustle of the town faded as people moved into public and

private temporary housing. We placed importance on creating spaces for

locals to reunite, share information and communicate with one another. We

provided community members with meals and sites where they can receive

supplies as well as planned tea parties and other events with residents. In

addition, we provided equipment to the meeting rooms and public spaces so

residents could comfortably meet and interact with one another.

ẌConnecting offers of support and local needs
After the tragedy struck Kurashiki, people from all around the country began to

offer aid in the form of goods, meals and technical services. In order to

appropriately allocate the incoming aid to those in need, we set up and

managed a support group for disaster victims at the Kurashiki disaster relief

volunteer center, working in cooperation with a number of organizations in the

effort.

ẌSupporting life in evacuation centers
We supported the operations of three evacuation centers until their closure in

cooperation with Kurashiki city employees, supporting municipalities, and

regional organizations. We were aware of the tough daily lives that evacuees

faced and strived to listen to their needs and thoughts. We provided support in

areas such as bedding, meals, bathrooms, laundry, and the distribution of

supplies to improve the living environment and lift some of the burden that

evacuees carried. We also provided meals to those who evacuated to shrines

or evacuated to higher floors in their own homes.
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Domestic and International Disaster Relief

2018HokkaidoEasternIburi Earthquake
Supporting the evacuation center, region, and

life in temporary housing

Project period: 

Sep 8, 2018 ïMar 31, 

2019

Project locations:

Atsuma-cho, Abira-

cho and Mukawa-cho, 

Hokkaido, Japan

On September 6th, 2018, the eastern part of Iburi, Hokkaido was the epicenter of a 6.7

magnitude earthquake. Buildings were destroyed and landslides damaged the nearby towns of

Atsuma, Abira, and Mukawa. With the exception of its outlying islands, the entirety of Hokkaido

experienced power outages.

ẌEnvironment improvement at 

evacuation centers

Six evacuation centers were set up and

operated for over a month within the

severely damaged town of Atsuma.

Support staff from local administrations

were the main persons who oversaw

management of the evacuation centers.

PBV worked to support living conditions by

installing simple lightings and making shoe

racks with children.

ẌFurnishing of temporary common rooms

208 temporary housing units were constructed

in the three heavily damaged towns.

Temporary communal areas were also built to

prevent isolation and build a sense of

community. We provided desks, chairs,

electrical appliances, kitchen utensils, AEDs

and other furnishings to make these areas

comfortable for residents to use.

ẌSupporting recovery events

PBV participated in events aimed to uplift

locals, assisting in their operation and

providing necessary equipment and

materials. We were also tasked with

coordinating the activities of the many high

school student volunteers who also

participated.

ẌCombating the cold in temporary 

housing

Temperatures in the Iburi region fall to as low

as -20ºC in the winter, making it impossible to

get by without heating and fuel. To cope with

this, we provided kerosene to be used for

heating to around 300 families living in

temporary households. We also provided

snow removal equipment and thawing spray to

the temporary communal areas before the

start of the harsh winter.
9


