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ISHINOMAKI  MUNICIPAL  GOVERNMENT

Mayor Michael R, Bloomberg
Sity Hall
New York, NY 10007

MNovember 12, 2011
Dear Mayor Bloomberg,

I am writing (o you as Mayor of [shinomaki, in Miyagi Prefecture, Japan. Ishinomaki, a
coastal city, was hit by the Great Kast Japan Farthquake and Tsunami on March 11,
2011, Our city lost more than 3,750 people and over 50,000 buildings and homes were
lost or severely damaged.

Afier the devastation of the tsunami, we received assistance from both the US Army
and US Navy, as well as many kinds of support from the non-profit and private sector. |
know that many Americans also came (o volunteer in our city with activities such as
mud-clearance, All this support from the people of the US was both a tremendous help
to our city, and a comfort.

Now, over 20 months after the disaster, | can say that although we continue {o face a
very difficult situation, we can see that there is significant progress being made towards
recovery,

Since Hurricane Sandy hit, I have been getting the information through media and I see
with great sadness that many of the people of New York, struggling with floods and a
loss of electrical power, are facing similar difficulties to those we faced after the tsunami,
I know very well the challenges faced as a Mayor in such a situation, and I would like to
extend fo you my encouragement and support and express my willingness o assist in
any way possible,

Members of the Japan-based disaster relief organization Peace Boat, who have worked
with us in partnership in Ishinomaki since immediately after the disaster, have
travelled to New York to carry out relief activities. I am sure that their experience will
prove useful to the relief efforts, and ! hope that this support will be understood as a
symbol of the solidarity of the people of Ishinomaki with the people of New York, and of
the good wishes and encouragement we extend to you at this difficult time.

Very Sincerely,

S tons

Hiroshi Kameyama
Mayor of [shinomalki Cily
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